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Don't miss our 2O1O
annual general meeting
The New Westminster Heritage preservation Society
is holding its 2010 annual general meeting. The date
to circle on your calendar is Monday, February 22, at
7:00 p.m. in the auditorium of the New Westminster
Public Library. The library is located at 216 6th
avenue.

A city representative will also be joining us to discuss
and answer your questions on Zonjng, Building
Permits and Enforcement lssues for th6 Heritage
Homeowner. And there will be a preview of our new
project looking at the Doors of New Westminster
(see back page). Don't miss it!
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W& Gas Works
It looks like there may finally be
some good news about New
Westminster,s historic Gas
Works, one of the last workino_
class heritage buitdings stitl
remaining in the city.
Or maybe not.
It could finally be taken off our
endangered list, as New West
has indicated it's interested in
the province,s offer to take on
ownership of the building and
investigate options for re_use.
But the additional costs the city has to pick up, so soilremeditation can be done under the building, are stillunresolved.

pollution and there was
a fear of liabitity. This
time, they are definitely
committed to the site.
Possibilities for the
propefty range from
a needed fire hall to
serve the west side of
the city;to a cotnmunity
centre with heritage or
museum components;
to park spacb'; to the

Despite this, long-time Gas Works booster _and nowcity counciltor _ Jaimie McEvoy is stirf ofiimistic. ,,t amvery happy about where it is," McEvoy says. ,,After 
I gotelected, the Gas Works was one ot my prtrities.,,

The Gas Works site has a long history of industrial use.And of bad news for the environment. lt was used forcoal gasification from 1gg7 to 192g, gas storage from1926 to 1943, a foundry from 19SZ-until 1942, paintmanufacturing from 1937 until 1g45, manufacturing
sashes and doors from 1943 to 19gOs, r.epairing batteriesin the 'l95Os, and an automobile dealership and service

prom ised to the p,.ou,nJtrlJiTJfr""r"^,""XT:
land. But...there are still lots of uninswered
questions and whether the city is committeo to
the additional funding.
McEvoy says they are still waiting for the staffrepoft on what will be required to clean up the
site and how much it willcost. lt willtake )-y"^,
before things start moving forward.
As for future use, McEvoy says,",,l tend to favour
uses that are very open to the public because
that really allows them to come and enioy theheritageoftheplace.,, ffi

facility from 1960s to earty 1990s.
Hydrocarbon contamination from
the coal gasification operation is
the primary concern in the soil
and groundwater.
"One of the things I like about it
is that we've preserved a lot of
heritage in New Westminster but
we don't have a lot of working_
class heritage, and this was a
working - class city. The Gas
Works is the jewel in the crown
as far I'm concerned.,,
The city had turned down the
offer from the province twice
previously, as they were unsure
about how to deal with the soil
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W@ Gentre B|ock at Woodlands

In the last issue of The Preservationist, we talked

about the extensive consultation that has been going

on regarding the Tower at the Centre Block - the only

remaining undeveloped building at the Woodlands site.

Well, stay tuned for more consultation.

Here's a quick update on where we're at.

At the September 14 council meeting, the city chose two

options to investigate fufiher. These were:

1. To retain the tower as a ruin, possibly in conjunction

with a community or reflective garden, or

2. To retain and adapt the tower for a purpose that benefits

former residents and/or the

community.

The option of demolition has

not been considered, as it

this would go against the

Standards and Guidelines for

the Conservation of Historic

Places in Canada.

Julie Schueck, the city's

heritage planner, says that

Council directed staff to

proceed with three studies as

a means of assessing these

two options, which were

based on the results of earlier
stakeholder consultation.

On October 5, staff was instructed to begin a

Request for Proposal (RFP) process, which is
now complete.

The city has now hired a consulting team headed

by Urban Forum Associates and includes

Ramsay Worden Architects Ltd, BTY Group and

Wicke Herfst Maver Engineers to carry out three

tower studies in regards to land use, structural

and seismic, and financial information.

They anticipate beginning a stakeholder

consultation in February or March, 2010, where

results of the three studies will be presented.
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@ Massey Theatre
With the drama that's unfolding
around the Burr Theatre's future still

unresolved, we had another possible

Shakespearean tragedy dropped on us
in 2009 in regard to our other heritage
theatre, the Massey.

Talk of demolishing what was once
B.C.'s largest theatre seemed more
comedy than reality when it first was
mentioned by the New Westmirfster
School Board as it tries to find space
for a desperately needed new high
school.

No decision has been made yet

about what will happen to the Massey
Theatre, but the prospect of losing this
successfully operating 60-year-old venue continues to
bring out the crowds who are praying for a happy ending.
Jessica Schneider, Executive Director of the Massey
Theatre Society, says the loss of the theatre would be like
tearing the heaft out of the community.
She says there are two myths she would like to address.
"One is that the theatre is not viable or needed because it
is so big, but it is absolutely viable and needed.
"And the other is that the theatre is not safe or needs $18
million [to bring it up to code] and that's just not true.

An early photo of the new "New Westminster Junior High School, now the Massey.
Courlesy: British Columbia Department of Education, Division of Visual Education.

The scope of the report and the assignment given
to the consultant [to bring the Massey Theatre up
to state-of-the-art conditionsl was irrelevant."
Some of the suggestions include replacing allseats,
adding solar panelled walls, and seismic upgrading.
What the Massey needs is approximately $1 million
for upgrades.
Mayor Wayne Wright proudly states that there will
be two new theatres built in the city - a 600-seat
theatre at the new high school, and a 300 to 400
flexible space at the new civic centre.

However, Schneider says there
has been no proposal for a

theatre in the new high school,
and that flexible space would
in no way replace a 1260 - sea
proscenium theatre.
"What people need to

understand," points out

Schneider, " is that heritage
goes beyond just physical

things. Heritage goes to a site
that is used or experienced by
generations of people.... lt would
be ludicrous to get rid of it and it
will not be built again - anything

like it."
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W Maria KearY Cottages
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Earning an enthusiastic

thumb's up.is the Maria

Keary Cottages.

These twin cottages

on Agnes Street have

undergone extreme

makeovers and are due to

be completed in February,

2010. The houses will

be used as a transition to

independent living facilitY

and will be sponsored bY

B.C. Housing under the

provincial homelessness

initiative.

Both lots will be joined

together by a two-storeY

addition. The front fagade

will be restored to the

original 1gg7 appearance, and the interior will includel5 beds for adults with fetal alcohol spectrum syndrome and

20 beds for homeless individuals. There will also be an office, teaching room, lounge, exercise room and outside

will be a Victorian garden.

Eric pattison - the architect for the project - says, "The real architectural challenge was to make sure the houses

still had their traditional street appearance intact."

The twin cottages nad been turned into rental properlies and undergone extensive renovations over the years'

Interestingly, the cottage on the left ( 307 carnarvon) was once owned by Mandrake the Magician, who removed

all the historic exterior

details in the 1950s. lt
later became a rental

property and fell into

such rough shaPe, it was

barely recognizable.

The condition of 305

Carnarvon had fared

slightly better. The

elderly lady who owned

the property donated it

to Westcoast Genesis

Society, a non-Profit

charitable organization

who will operate the

facility.
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& The Burr Theatre
The deadline for submissions
to purchase the historic Burr
(Columbia) Theatre from the city
was September 18, 2009 and
there has still been no word (as of
the end of January 2010) on who
the winning bid was from, and what
the fate of the theatre's future is.

This earns the city a big thumb's-
down for one of the big heritage
disappointments of 2009.
The New Westminster Heritage
Preservation Society (NWHpS)
submitted a proposal that outlined
why it should remain a City-owned
property, and suggested how it can
become a viable, multi-purpose
theatre space.
The NWHPS, in partnership with
the New Westminster Afts Council,
even offered to help run the facility.
But this bid, along with other
community organizations who want
the building run as a theatre and
community space, have seemingly
been rejected.
"The City gives the impression that
it's going to fall apart any minute"
says NWHPS President Maureen

Arvanitidis. In fact, she points out, the Burr is up to 1gB5 code, likely far
better than most other civic-owned buildings.
"Our position has been from the beginning-why don't you go ahead and
build your civic facility but just build a smaller footprint? Take some of that
money and restore the Burr, which is not going to cost any more than a
couple of million. You would then have two facilities - one at each end of
the street."
There is the concern that once the theatre is out of the city's hands, if the
venue proves to be unprofitable for the new owner, it could be sold aoain

and potentially re-developed.
Arvanitidis says, "The city has no
interest in it. But the reality is, it's not
golng to be expensive to fix it. lt's a
good investment not only financially,
but as a real estate investment, and
also in terms of the cultural livelihood
of the city. lt's imporlant to maintain
the heritage value of the streetscape
on Columbia, so here is a shot in

the arm to restore a theatre that's
impodant."

In just one weekend alone, about 700
New West residents signed a petition
urging the city to keep The Burr.

THEA1KI,
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g 1OT Agnes Street

Above, mirror image: the original house at 205 Agnes now has a "twin" as it's been convefted into a side-by-side duplex;

betow, the originat newel post is one of the few original features that are being saved in the conversion ' Photos Paul Fuoco

When the St Mary's Hospital site was cleared several years

ago, there were three run-down houses that remained

on the lot. These were offered for sale at $1 each,

with the costs of moving incumbent on the purchaser'

Mark Dykstra of Milton Developments purchased the house

al 207 Agnes Street with the most significant heritage

value and moved it only one block down to 107 Agnes

Street, where another heritage house sits (built in 1911)'

The house that was moved is listed in the city's inventory

ashavingbeenbuiltinlgl4butthisisincorrect.Thehouse
isaturn-of-the-centuryVictorian|talianate.|twasbui|t
by Barr and Son and may have been the home of William

Fales, a successful New Westminster furniture dealer'

The house has a full-height bay window on one side of

the front facade and a small portco over the front door'

Continued next Page..
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Heritage purists will no doubt

wince that the original Victorian

house moved to the new site

has "given binh" - convefted
into a side-by-side duplex. The

addition of the new "twin" is a
complete mirror image, but will

have a contemporary interior.

But the fact that the house was

saved atall-in a neighbourhood

that was once filled with similar

Victorian housing stock but is
now almost all demolished to
make way for apartmentr is

a heritage win and earns our

thumb's-up.

From the outside, the house will

look like it was original and the

owner has made a good efforl to maintain some of the

exterior features, with new reproduction double-hung-

style wood windows and a similar siding to what was

on the original.
"We took the bay window and the front porch and we

used the front porch as an entrance to both, mimicking

the bay window on the other side. lt's completely new

but you can't tell," says Dykstra.

He points out that while the house wasn't a grand

mansion that the old downtown once was renowned

for, it still has some nice features.

"lt wasn't a big house," says Dykstra. "But the

person who built it really wanted it to look opulent. I

Above, mirror image: the original house at 205 Agnes now
has a "twin" as rT's been convefted into a side-by-side duplex;

below, the original newel post is one of the few originalfeatures
that are being saved in the conversion . Photos Paul Fuoco.

would suspect they were of middle class, trying to be

impressive."

The existing house at 101 Agnes (built in 1911) will

also be restored- its stucco is going to be removed

soon, and Dykstra is optimistic the original siding

underneath is in good shape. While not architecturally

as appealing as the house that was moved next to it,

it represents a modest home of its era and will also

stand out in a neighbourhood

where apafiment buildings

have become the norm.

One interesting feature of this

house is its front room that

was plastered with 1940s

newspapers. While it was

done recently by a tenant,

and won't be saved when

Dykstra renovates the interior,

it's an interesting decorating

idea for anyone looking for

something different to try!

The house will be sold as a
single{amily house when the
project is complete.
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The Emery C. Jones Hous€r
239 Sixth Avenue

You can't be blamed if you barely noticed the house

at239 Sixth Avenue in Years Past.

Stuccoed over in the 1950s, it was a pale shadow of

its former grandeur. The fact that it was designed by

one of New Westminster's foremost architects before

World War l, Edmund John (E.J.) Boughen, is even

more reason to celebrate its recent transformation.

The house at 239 Sixth Avenue has undergone a

fairly extensive restoration over the last three years'

ln 2009, the last of the stucco was removed, the

old siding restored (and new siding added where

necessary), decorative details returned, and a

beautiful heritage paint job completed. Using old

photographs as a guide, the owners have completed

their restoration of this beautiful Arts and Crafts-style

home to its original grand exterior.

This is definitely one of the big heritage wins in 2009,

and has earned this our enthusiastic thumb's-up.

The house was built in 1913 by Boughen, who was

born in London, England in 1874, but moved to

Canada, settling in the Royal City in 1911 .

He relocated to Vancouver nearthe end of World War

I, but before he left, his commissions included some

of the finest residential designs of that time (his own

home, E-Dee-Nie at Fourlh Avenue and Oak Street,

is one of Queen's Park's most significant Arts and

Crafts-style homes).

Owners Ross Chilton and Annette Vey-Chilton have

done their homework on the house, researching its

past and using old photos as their reference point.

"The first owner, Emery C. Jones, was a dentist and

it was one of those statement houses because it's

quite grand in size and structure" says Ross.

The Jones family lived in the house from 1914 to

1941. lts second owner, Arlhur M. Gee, a mental

health director at Woodlands, who owned the house

until 1958.

During the 1980s, it went through a rental period and

was a party house. In fact, Chilton says he still has a

sign thatbays "The Ranch" from that era.

Some renovations were made overthe years, but a lot

of the original elements have remained, including the

radiators, a fireplace, which has never been painted,

and the kitchen cabinet doors.

Even the original pipes for heating are still functional,

although a few have been replaced. The basement

contains a room where coal, and then wood chips

were once stored, and a pulley system which goes up

to the kitchen.

Ross adds, "You look at this house and the materials

were probably cut from trees around here' And here it

is, all these years later - it's still a very solid home. lt

has character and a sense of lives lived. And history'

And that's impodant to us.

Photo - Courtesy of New Westminster Public Library



W Tefford Block/Lee Clinic

You may have noticed the old, sad Telford Block

on your way to the Quay or to shop at the lGA.

The old brick apafiment block, at 845 Royal

(at Eighth Street), looked as though it was

held together by scaffolding. A fire in 2001 had

damaged its exterior and interior, and then it

received extensive water damage when a fire
broke out atthe adjacent lot. The front bricks had

also starled crumbling as the building settled.

You probably thought it would fall down one of

these days, before anyone could even demolish

it, and be replaced with the kind of modern,

new apartment buildings that now surround it.

You probably thought it would be another

lost piece of New Westminster's history.

You would be wrong in thinking that.

The building, still surprisingly structurally

sound, is part of a Heritage Revitalization

Agreement that came came forward in 2009.

Above, the Telford Block - one of the city's big heritage wins in 2009.

The old apaftment building will be saved as part of an HRA. Below,

the "Lee Clinic" gets ready to move to its new "home" on an empty lot

at 841 Royal next to the Telford. Telford photos: Jaimie McEvoy; Lee

Clinic photo: Paul Fuoco
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Next door to the Telford, an

at-risk heritage house has
been relocated from Sixth
Avenue and Fifth Street.
Known locally as the "Lee

Clinic," near the Westminster
Mall, the home was slated for
demolition to make room for a
new commercial building. The
home was used as a clinic
for Dr. William Lee (who lived
next door) and has now been
safely moved to the empty lot

next to the Telford, and will get

a rear addition and eventually
converted into six suites.
Th6' project has mostly solid
support from from the City and
the community (though don't
mention the word "parking"

out loud when talking about
it). As one of the first, most
highly visual "gateways" for
vehicle traffic coming into the
city, this project shows that it's
important to never say never
when it comes to heritage in
the RoyalCity.
The Telford Block, built in

1913 by J.M. Telford, is the
oldest standing apartment
building in the Brow of the Hill

neighbourhood. Once at the

edge of New westminster's old chinatown, it has housed an ethnically diverse
population over the years. lt's significant for its Edwardian-era architecture, and
its association with the city's post 1898 fire reconstruction phase. The upper
levels of the three-storey structure were once used as a boarding house for
blue- and white-collar workers, and the ground level was used for commercial
space.
"l'm pretty partial to heritage buildings," says David Jacobson, Minister at
Emmanuel Pentecostal church, who bought the building and has been actively
committed to its preservation.

The units will be marketed to car-less families or individuals, and will provide
modest, affordable housing for first{ime buyers.
"We plan for our apadments to appeal to the type of people that like heritage."
says Jacobsen.

i; 
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Two interior shots of the Telford. Photos Jaimie McEvov.

Old cherry trees outside Telford Block.
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H,T. Kirk House, 3O3 Third Avenue

Remember the old dance studio/ballet academy at

303 Third Avenue (at Third Street)? lt's sat empty for a

few years, but you may have noticed abuzz of activity

around the old grand dame lately.

In what must be the good news heritage story of the

year, the ballet academy is about to dance to a new

heritage tune. New owners Jennifer Crews and Lee

Cowley definitely have earned a big thumb's-up for

their efforls.

The New West residents bought the house in January,

2009 and have just begun the massive task of updating

and restoring the old Herbert Thomas (H.T.) Kirk House.

Kirk was a hardware merchant who later moved to 321

Fourlh Avenue in 1908 (that house is named "Eldora"

after the Kirks' daughters, Elsie and Dora).

The Kirk House at 303 Third Avenue was not the first

house on this corner- a small Victorian cottage from

the 1890s was there untilthe Kirks built their impressive

new home circa 1906. The cottage was moved up the

block where it still stands al22B Third Street, missing

its wonderful shingling and Victorian detail and now

covered in stucco.

The Kirk house became known as the place for

future dancers to learn their steps after 1929, when

Josephine Slater bought the house. She had moved

from Vancouver where she ran the Lyndon Studio of

Dancing. The house became known as the Slater

Dancing School for many years, and many great

dancers were trained there, including Norbert Vesak,

who went on to be a choreographerforthe Metropolitan

Opera ballet.

The house later became home to the Boswell Dance

Academy.

New owners Jennifer and Lee have started the

massive restoration of the home. lt was missing its

main staircase (removed for an office), several interior

walls and pocket doors (opened up for the dance

floor ), and many beautiful windows, including an oval

leaded-glass window that looked into its front main

hallway, which got tossed into the garbage when the

home was renovated years ago. Crews says they are

looking at reproducing the window.

They plan to put everything (within reason) back that's

missing, and luckily had many originaldetails left inside

12



(mouldings, picture and plate rails, baseboards, two beautiful ornate fireplaces, some
light fixtures, and the original windows in the circular porch that were left in place when it

was filled in and vinyl siding put on the exterior). They are also cautiously optimistic the
original porch columns are still intact but hidden when the porch was filled in. The house
is about 7,000 square feet, so it's got more than enough room. The kitchen addition
at the back of the house will be retained and has been gutted to make way for a new
kitchen with a laundry room upstairs.

The missing staircase is a challenge, as there seems to be no original pictures that can

guide them on its reconstruction. But Geoff Lillico, an expert finishing carpenter, joiner

and furniture maker who is handling much of the woodwork in the house, is confident the
staircase can be reproduced, using the few clues that remain of its appearance (luckily,

the upstairs landing is still intact).

Wherever possible, plaster walls are being kept and repaired. And new reproduction
windows and doors will be made to replace the majority of originals that were ripped out

decades ago.
"We are hoping to move in by August of this year," Jennifer says, adding that their great

1930s house on Fourlh Street near St. George,

with original plaster walls, coved ceilings, and

other original details, will be going on the

market this spring. "We're really going to miss

it! " she says. But making the Kirk House their

new home should be a nice replacement.

right: The large unfinished attic. left: One of the
beautiful original fireplaces still intact.
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